
As I write this, it was one year ago this week that COVID-19 

and global shutdowns launched a whole new era marked 

by far more rapid and cataclysmic changes in the way we 

live than most of us have ever seen before.  How are we 

handling it?  Very, very differently.  Why?  Because we all 

deal with grief and its five stages (denial; bargaining; an-

ger; depression; acceptance) very differently, and with the 

sudden loss of a familiar way of life, all of us are grieving, 

whether we consciously realize it or not.   
 

Be that as it may, I have seen many people doing all they 

can to be a blessing to those around them, and certainly 

doing their best not to add to all the turmoil.  If that is you, 

thank you for your selflessness! In that spirit, may I offer you 

a few ideas about how to savor and pass along the bless-

ings of Easter? 
 

The Blessing of Gatherings.  While social distancing is cer-

tainly a valid protective protocol we should graciously 

honor, for most of us, it should not be practiced to the 

point of isolation.  Don’t lose sight of our basic human 

need for the healing of togetherness.  So, while practicing 

proper protective protocols, give the gift of gathering, re-

sponsibly, at a Good Friday service; an Easter Sunrise ser-

vice; an Easter Worship service with a warm church family; 

an Easter dinner with family and a friend or two; an Easter 

egg gathering for the children; or an Easter visit, where al-

lowed, to those in specialized care.  Your presence means 

far more than you may realize. 
 

The Blessing of Traditions.  Traditions are simply collective 

memories that are meant to bond us heart to heart, not 

bind us to archaic practices.  The latter is toxic traditional-

ism.  The former are treasured reminders of things that are 

most important.  Family ties.  Cherished lives.  And at East-

er, how the Lord loved us enough to die on a cross, but 

then walk out of a tomb three days later.  Lindy and I did 

our best to create Easter traditions for our three sons as 

they were growing up:  using all their little stuffed animals 

to recreate the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem; a Good Fri-

day cake in the shape of a cross; erecting three small 

crosses in our back yard to offer our prayers of thanksgiv-

ing, as each boy helped hammer the wooden crosses into 

the ground; placing an Easter lily at the foot of the center 

cross on Easter morning;  letting each boy decorate their 

own little “crown cake” after Easter dinner to honor the 

King of Kings.  We were passing on our heritage in Christ.   

The Blessing of Jesus.  As special as the gifts of 

gatherings and traditions are, I must warn you 

that there is a danger. We could fall prey to 

practicing them the way the pharisees (religious 

leaders) did, even as Jesus Himself walked, 

taught, healed, and loved thousands of people 

before their very eyes.  You see, rather than fol-

lowing and embracing the Savior among them, 

they chose to focus on their gatherings and tra-

ditions to the point of traditionalism, and it cost 

them their souls.  It is not about, rules, rituals, or 

even “religion,” my friends.  It is about a rela-

tionship . . . a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ Himself.   
 

The Bible describes this in many ways: getting 

“saved,” “born again,” “adopted as sons and 

daughters,” becoming “new creations” in 

Christ, and even becoming the “bride of 

Christ.”  Simply put, it is when we have that 

“Aha” moment when we realize our desperate 

need for Someone to save us from the misery of 

selfishness, loneliness, and sin, and we find our-

selves crying out: “Lord, I don’t know much 

about You, but I do know that I need a rescue.  

Please, please rescue me.  I give you my life, 

such as it is.” 
 

When He hears something like that from your 

heart, He will rescue you, my friend.  And you 

will be saved.  The proof will be that you will 

want to get to know, love, and serve Him more 

and more each day.  And that is the greatest 

Easter blessing of all. 
 

Gratefully sharing Him with you, 

Pastor Mark 
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